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In the name of NEVE SHALOM/W AHA T AL­
SALAM, I am very happy to welcome you in our 
fam ily of recipients of the Niwano Peace Prize. "Bar­
uch ha- Ba!" ("Blessed he who comes!"), as we say 
here. 

If there is anyone who has truly deserved this 
honour, it is you. In our present world, where power 
reigns in all spheres of life, crushing the poor, you 
have been and continue to be the voice of the voice­
less, the defence of the defenceless and, through an 
intelligent use of your position and prestige, the power 
of the powerless. 

It is a great joy for me to see you, an eminent man 
of the Church, living up to the loftiest calls of the 
Prophets and of Jesus - showing in this way that the 
main mission of a ll men of religion is to promote 
justice and human rights, defend the under-privileged 
and strive for peace in the world. Your actions, in 
brotherly cooperation with a ll people and a ll interna­
tional and interreligious groups working towards the 
same aim-even extend your preoccupation of peace 
to the promotion of development and environmental 
conservation of our planet. 

May this new honour, joined to many other hon­
ours you have already received, make your example 
an inspiration to a great number of other men and 
women, to help transform our world into a better 
place to live in! 
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