
Why Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns 
Was Selected as the Recipient of 
the Niwano Peace Prize 
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T he N iwano Peace Foundation, acting on the 
recommendation of the Niwano Peace Prize Screen­
ing Committee, has decided to award the eleventh 
N iwano Peace Prize to Cardinal Paulo Evaristo Arns, 
Archbishop of Sao Paulo, Brazi l. Cardina l Arns is one 
of the prime movers behind the democrati zation of 
Braz il. He is also a leading force in the promotion of 
human rights, as well as environmental conservation 
and development, in South America and other regions 
from a nonsectarian standpoint. 

Countless innocent people suffered oppression 
under the mil itary regime that ruled Brazil from 1964 
to 1985. Cardina l Arns responded by creating the 
Just ice and Peace Commission in Sao Paulo to safe­
guard citizens' human rights. His tireless efforts to 
eradicate unjust imprisonment, torture, and execution 
restored freedom to many innocent victims, and he 
made sk illful use of hi s prestige to ga in amnesty for 
numerous political prisoners and ex iles. 

In 1985, after the military dictatorship was top­
pled, Cardina l Arns published Brasil: Nunca Mais 
(Brasil: Never Aga in), which documented the previous 
regime's torture in graphic detail so that his fe llow 
citizens, would never forget what had happened. This 
work, highly regarded by human-rights activists, has 
been published in Engli sh as Torture in Brazil. 

Recentl y, many "street children" in Brazi li an 
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cit ies have been murdered by armed bands. Cardinal 
Arns is now doing his utmost to put a stop to this 
slaughter of innocent youngsters. 

T o safeguard the defenseless, the powerless, the 
vo iceless, Cardinal Arns has fostered the crea tion of 
comunidades eclesias de base (ecclesiastic grass .. roots 
communities) to address the manifold problems affect ­
ing local communities, thus earning a reputa tion as 
one of Brazil's leading human rights activists. 

The Cardinal's deep dedication to human rights 
has led to activities with other people of religion to 
encourage "global symbiosis," as wel l. His participa­
tion in two International Peace Colloquia, in 1975 in 
Bellagio and in 1977 in Lisbon, initiated almost twenty 
years of cooperation in the peace movement with not 
only other Christians but a lso Buddhists, Hindus, 
Jews, and Muslims, both in Brazil and abroad. In 1990 
Cardinal Arns attended the World's Religions for the 
World's Children Conference, sponsored by the World 
Conference on Religion and Peace, in Princeton, New 
Jersey, where he delivered an address s tressing, from 
a Christian standpoint, the point that protection of the 
human rights of children is a maj or mission of all 
people of religion. And in 1992 he participated in 
Religious Communities for UNCED, on the theme 
"Religions' Responsibilities for Environment and 
Development," cosponsored by the WCRP, in Campos 
do J ordao, Brazil , where he spoke on development and 
poverty. 

As a key member of the United Nations Indepen­
dent Commis·sion on International Humanitarian 
Issues and of the South Commission, headed by Julius 
K. N yerere, fonner president of T anzania, Cardinal 
Arns is working vigorously, in cooperation with 
Amnesty International , the office of the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, and other 
internationa l organizations, to promote development 
and environmental conservation aimed at the creation 
of a peaceful world. His efforts have earned high 
praise and many honors, including the degree of 
Commandeur in the Legion d'Honneur, the highest 
honor conferred by the French government. 

The Niwano Peace Foundation awards Cardinal 
Arns the eleventh Niwano Peace Prize both in honor 
of his long years of dedication to justice and peace and 
his great accomplishments and in the heartfelt hope 
that his example will inspire many others to foll ow in 
his footsteps. 
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