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Why Dr. M. Aram Was Selected
as the Recipient of the Twelfth
Niwano Peace Prize
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The Niwano Peace Foundation has selected Dr.
Muthkumaraswamy Aram Valarthanatan, 68, of
India to recieve the Twelfth Niwano Peace Prize.
Nominations for the twelfth award were solicited
from 883 opinion leaders in 124 countries, and the
final selection was made following rigorous examina-
tion by a seven-member screening committee repre-
senting Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other
religions.

Dr. Aram has engaged in peace activities in a
variety of fields, including development, human
rights, the environment, and education. Underlying
all his activities has been the spirit of nonviolence
exemplified by Mahatma Gandhi.

At the time of the border dispute between India
and China in the early 1960s, Dr. Aram appealed con-
tinuously for peaceful resolution through dialogue
and helped organize the Delhi-Peking Peace March.
He also contributed greatly to the peacemaking
process during ethnic unrest in Nagaland, northeast-
ern India, culminating in the conclusion of the
Shillong Peace Accord.

Having conducted postgraduate studies on cross-
cultural and creative thinking in the United States,
Dr. Aram devoted great energy to education in India,
promoting peace education and the formation of
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“peace brigades” (the Shanti Sena program) at
Gandhigram Rural University. His deep conviction in
building peace through education also led him to
found the Shanti Ashram rural-development move-
ment. Shanti Ashram, begun on the basis of Dr.
Aram’s experience at Gandhigram Rural University,
is pursuing rural education on many levels, including
literacy education, preschool education, women’s edu-
cation, adult education, and the construction of local
education centers. The movement seeks to enhance
individuals’ quality of life by increasing literacy and
improving and expanding education, and to address
the problems of population and poverty by consolidat-
ing the panchayat system of community self-govern-
ment. Shanti Ashram’s sweeping measures for rural
development have attracted keen attention. In 1993
the president of India appointed Dr. Aram to the
Rajya Sabha, the upper house, in recognition of his
achievements.

Dr. Aram has also dedicated himself to interreli-
gious cooperation, one of the causes dearest to
Mahatma Gandhi’s heart. At present he is president
of the World Conference on Religion and Peace/
International and has represented the WCRP at vari-
ous international conference and events, including
the United Nations Conference on Environment and
Development (the so-called Earth Summit) in Rio de
Janeiro and the centenntial celebration of the
Parliament of the World’s Religions. In 1994 he was a
member of a delegation of religious representatives
monitoring South Africa’s first multiracial election.
Dr. Aram is also vice-moderator of the Asian
Conference on Religion and Peace and Hon. president
of WCRP/India. A Hindu himself, every evening he
holds a multireligious prayer meeting at his home, an
indication of his deep commitment to interreligious
cooperation.

Dr. Aram has spread the ideals of Mahatma
Gandhi, one of the great saints of this century, from
the community to the nation and then the world. The
Niwano Peace Foundation awards him the twelfth
Niwano Peace Prize both in honor of his many accom-
plishments over long years of peace activities and
dedication to justice and peace based on interreligious
cooperation and in the heartfelt hope that his exam-
ple will inspire many others to follow in his footsteps.
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