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PROGRAM FOR

THE FOURTEENTH PRESENTATION CEREMONY OF

NIWANO PEACE PRIZE

Thursday, May 8th, 1997
At Hotel CENTURY HYATI'

R~ £ ~ (14: 00-15 : 30)
PRESENTATION CEREMONY (2: 00 - 3 : 30 P.M.)

Prelude (Music)

Opening Prayer

Report on Screening
--Rev. Motoyuki Naganuma, Chairman

Introduction of the Recipient
--Dr. Hildegard Goss-Mayr

Presentation of the Prize
--Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

President's Address
--Rev. Nichiko Niwano, President

Congratulatory Messages
--Mr. Takashi Kosugi

the Minister of Education, Science and Culture

--Mr. David John Wright
Ambassador of the United Kingdom

--Rev. Yasumi Hirose
President, Japan Religions League

Commemorative Address
--the Rev. Trevor Williams

--Ms. Carmel Heaney
--Mrs. Joyce Williams

the Corrymeela Community
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Prayer for Peace

RECEPTION (3 : 30 - 4 : 30 P.M.)

Opening Greetings

Congratulatory Messages
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Chairman, The Nil'lano Peace Foundation
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Motoyuki Naganuma
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The Niwano Peace Foundation has decided to award
the fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize to the Corrymeela
Commw1ity of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland.

To do away with fear, prejudice, and ignorance, and
to build relationships of trust and mutual respect, the
Corrymeela Community has developed numerous
grass-roots prog1'ams for reconciliation in the midst of
strife over the past thirty years.

It has provided a place for Protestant and Catholic
leaders to meet and talk, has offered care for families
who have lost loved ones in the conflict, and is deeply
involved in education for mutual understanding
among youths so they can transcend differences in
faith and take part together in volunteer activities.

The increased understanding and appreciation
enjoyed by the Niwano Peace Prize with each passing
year are highly g1'atifYing and augur well for the fur­
ther spread of the principles and practice of interreli­
gious cooperation. We hope through this prize to make
a modest contribution to further widening the circle of
interreligious cooperation and thus to bringing about
world peace and human prosperity, and we ask your
continued understanding and support in this endeav­
or.
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The Meaning of the Niwano Peace Prize
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Purpose and Qualifications

The world in which we live today is beset by many
problems: the threat of nuclear war, the squandering
of precious natural resources on the arms race, famine
and poverty in the developing nations, discrepancies
and oppression, environmental pollution, and spiritu­
al decadence.

Today, religion is charged with the important duty
of fostering mutual understanding and trust and a
spirit of cooperation and fellowship among all people
so that the foundations of a peaceful society may be
laid. To discharge this duty, people of religion must
begin by tearing down the walls erected by each reli­
gion's belief that its teachings alone represent
absolute truth, joining hands in wholehearted cooper­
ation to bring about a peaceful society.

We of the Niwano Peace Fow1dation hope above all
that the ideals and activities of interreligious coopera­
tion for the sake of peace and justice will spread in
ever-widening circles and that a growing number of
people will come forward to devote themselves to this
cause. Indeed, we know that many people of religion
are already working earnestly to promote interreli­
gious understanding and cooperation, contributing to
the cause of world peace through their solidarity.

The Niwano Peace Foundation established the
Niwano Peace Prize to honor and encourage individu-
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als and organizations that have contributed signifi­
cantly to interreligious cooperation, thereby further­
ing the cause of world peace, and to make their
achievements lmown as widely as possible the world
over. The Foundation hopes thus both to deepen inter­
religious understanding and cooperation and to stimu­
late the emergence of still more people devoting them­
selves to world peace. The first Niwano Peace Prize
was awarded to Archbishop Helder Pessoa Camara of
Brazil in 1983, the second to Dr. Homer A. Jack of the
United States, the third to Rev. Zhao Pu Chu of
China, the fourth to Dr. Philip A. Potter of Dominica,
the fifth to the World Muslim Congress (Motamar Al­
Alam AI-Islami), the sixth to His Eminence Etai
Yamada, the chief priest of the Tendai Sect of
Buddhism in Japan, the seventh to Dr. Norman
Cousins of the United States, the eighth to Dr.
Hildegard Goss-Mayr of Austria, the ninth to Dr. A. T.
Ariyaratne of Sri Lanka, the tenth to Neve
Shalom/Wahat aI-Salam, the eleventh to His
Eminence Cardinal Paulo E. Arns, the twelfth to Dr.
M. Aram, and the thirteenth to Ms. Marii K.
Hasegawa.

Nomination and Selection

Religious leaders and eminent scholars in Japan
and overseas were asked to nominate candidates for
the thirteenth Niwano Peace Prize. Their nominations
were sent to the Foundation for selection.

So that the religions of the world are represented
equitably, 1,000 people in 125 countries were asked to
submit nominations. All the nominees were screened
by a committee comprising seven representatives from
Buddhism, Christianity, Islam, and other religions.

Presentation Ceremony

The Niwano Peace Prize is awarded every year in
May at a special ceremony. The recipient is presented
the main prize of a citation and subsidiary prizes of
¥20 million and a medal. At the ceremony, the recipi­
ent delivers a commemorative address.
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Why the Corrymeela Community Was
Selected as the Recipient of the Fourteenth
Niwano Peace Prize
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On May 8, 1997, the Niwano Peace Foundation
(Nichiko Niwano, president; Motoyuki Naganuma,
chairman) will present the 14th annual Niwano Peace
Prize to the Corrymeela Community of Northern
Ireland, founded by Rev. Ray Davey and currently
under the leadership of Rev. Trevor Williams, The
decision was reached after rigorous deliberation by a
screening committee of seven specialists representing
the world's religions, including Buddhism, Christianity,
and Islam, who chose among nominations made by
about 1,000 people of recognized stature in 125 differ­
ent countries.

Founded in 1965, the Corrymeela Community has
both Protestant and Catholic members, One of its two
centres is in Belfast, long the focal point of the conflict
in Northern Ireland,

Corrymeela means "hill of harmony" in Irish, The
Community's primary goal is to do away with fear,
prejudice, and ignorance and to build relationships of
trust and mutual respect, Over the past thirty years
the Corrymeela Community has developed numerous
grassroots programmes for reconciliation in the midst
of strife. Its endeavors have won accolades from
arowld the world praising it for its pioneering activi­
ties in the search for peace,

Northern Ireland is a divided society with a majori­
ty Protestant community which demands to remain
part of the United Kingdom and a minority Catholic
community, many of whom wish to be part of a united
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Ireland. The consequences of the partition of the
island in 1920, which left Northern Ireland as part of
the United Kingdom and Southern Ireland to become
an independent Republic in 1949, was to leave a
Catholic minority in Northern Ireland in a disempow­
ered position.

In the 1960s Catholics began to protest for their
civil rights. This led to conflict with the majority
Protestant community, resulting in widespread vio­
lence in 1969, with British troops coming onto the
streets. The creation of the Provisional IRA, a violent
republican paramilitary grouping from within the
Catholic community, took place in 1970. This was
responded to by violence from loyalist paramilitary
groupings from within the Protestant community.
Since 1969 the violence has resulted in over three
thousand deaths.

In 1994 the IRA called a cease-fire. This was fol­
lowed by attempts at political dialogue. However, the
Provisional IRA resumed its campaign of violence in
1996.

The years of fighting have created deep social, reli­
gious, and political fissures among the people. Today
the population of Northern Ireland is 65 percent
Protestant and 35 percent Catholic. Fear and distrust
continue to disrupt positive interaction in employ­
ment, education, and marriage.
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The Corrymeela Community has striven to heal
these wOlmds. Among its undertakings, it has provid­
ed a place for Protestant and Catholic leaders to talk
with each other and has offered care and respite for
families that have lost loved ones in the conflict.
Corrymeela members engage in many voluntary activ­
ities and the Community is also deeply involved in
educational work providing opportunities for youths to
communicate transcending differences of faith, and is
a major resource for teaching materials to promote
mutual understanding.

The Community's other centre in Ballycastle is a
refuge for victims of violence. It is also the site of
meetings, conferences, and symposia on reconciliation
participated in by more than 6,000 people every year.

Northern Ireland's problems also have complex eco­
nomic and social roots. Corrymeela's grassroots activi­
ties, directed at the very core of daily life, fulfIll a cru­
cial role in helping to resolve these issues.

In existence for 31 years, the Corrymeela Com­
munity over the decades has become a model of inspi­
ration and hope throughout Europe as well. In award­
ing it the 14th Niwano Peace Prize, the Niwano Peace
Foundation wishes to express its high esteem for the
ConU11w1ity's contribution to peace and justice in the
name of religious cooperation and human dignity. We
commend the Corrymeela Community for its many
achievements and pray that many more will follow.
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In 1940, the Rev, Ray Davey volunteers for field
work with the YMCA in North Africa, He helps estab­
lish a centre in Tobruk to be used by all faiths to care
for the social, physical, and spiritual needs of those
engaged in desert warfare, In 1942 he is taken prison­
er of war and held near Dresden, where he witnesses
the allied bombing of the city, in which huge numbers
of civilians died,

After returning home, the Rev, Davey is appointed
as the first Presbyterian Chaplain to Queen's
University Belfast, He establishes a Community
Centre as the focal point for his work.
1963-64

Following a series of visits to Christian
Communities of Reconciliation in Italy (Agape) and
Scotland (The lona Community), a group is formed
to explore the idea of a new Christian Community
in Northern Ireland, The group searches for suit­
able premises,

1965
(February)

A holiday guest house called "Corrymeela" is pur­
chased, Corrymeela, meaning "The Hill of
Harmony," is adopted as the name of the new
Community, Volunteer work camps repair and ren­
ovate the building,

(October)
The Corrymeela Centre is opened officially by

Pastor Tullio Vinay, founder of the Agape
Community,
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The Rev. Ray Davey is elected as part-time
leader.

1966
Corrymeela marks the fiftieth anniversary of the

Republican Easter Rising in Dublin by holding a
conference entitled "Community 1966, a joint
Protestant and Roman Catholic Conference." Such a
joint venture is unique at this time. The Prime
Minister of Northern Ireland, Capt. Terence O'Neill,
uses the opportunity to make a plea for reconcilia­
tion between Catholics and Protestants.

A number of other significant conferences are
held at Corrymeela which contribute to the develop­
ment of volw1tary movements and organisations,
such as the Northern Ireland Housing Association,
the Northern Ireland Hospice Movement, the
Northern Ireland Mixed Marriage Association and
Integrated Education.

Members of the Community run Summer Family
Weeks at Corrymeela for those who can't afford hol­
idays, Volunteers lead programmes with families,
children, and pensioners. Work camps of volunteers
continue to renovate and adapt the buildings and
the site.

1968-69
The protest movement for civil rights is overtaken

by violence marking the beginning of what is
referred to as "the troubles."

1970
Corrymeela members are involved in Community

Projects in Belfast, and run Summer Play Schemes
in potentially troubled areas,

Individual members of Corrymeela are involved
in the formation of Alliance, a political party whose
aim is to attract both Protestants and Catholics.

1971
On 9th August, 300 people are interned on suspi­

cion of having paramilitary connections, This is fol­
lowed by widespread violence in Belfast and
Londonderry. Intimidation of families segregates
housing into Protestant estates and Catholic
estates.

Corrymeela hosts displaced families at its centre
and the nearby town of Ballycastle. The work with
families living under stress continues as a central
priority for Corrymeela.
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(September)
The Cross of Nails is presented to Corrymeela,

introducing Corrymeela to an international network
of Christian Centres of reconciliation.

1973
The first full-time director of the Corrymeela

Centre is appointed,
A long-term volunteer programme called "Serve

and Learn" commences,
Volunteers give a year's vollmtary work in return

for learning new skills, This supports the develop­
ment of more extensive programmes.

A playgrowld at Corrymeela is opened in memory
of a community worker who was killed for his work
for reconciliation,

1973-74
The Corrymeela Singers and Players are formed

as a means of promoting the message of reconcilia­
tion through music and drama.

1974
The Rev. Ray Davey becomes full-time leader of

Corrymeela. A house is purchased in Belfast as an
administrative base and resource,

1976
"Coventry House" is built at the Ballycastle

Centre to accommodate the international vohmteer
team. The house is a gift of the Community of the
Cross of Nails.

The Youth Village is built to accommodate the
expanding youth work. First full-time workers are
appointed for CommunitylFamily Programmes and
Youth Programmes.
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Community member Maura Kiely, whose son was
murdered by paramilitaries, forms the "Cross
Group" as a support for those who have lost mem­
bers of their family through violence,

1977
Political conference at Corrymeela on the theme

"A Critical Look at Direct Rule,"
1978

The Cottages are opened as an additional
resource for residential work. By this time the
Ballycastle Centre has three residential units, The
House with 50 beds, The Village with 32, and the
Cottages with 32, This means that three separate
programmes can take place concurrently,

1979
"The Croi" (Irish for "the heart") is opened as a

building for worship and social meetings,
A full-time programme worker in Christian

Education is appointed,
1980

The Rev, Ray Davey retires and the Rev, John
Morrow is appointed leader of the Community,

1981
(March)

A major political conference, "Models of Political
Cooperation," is organised at Queen's University
Belfast, in partnership with the Glencree
Community of Reconciliation based in Dublin,

(June)
The first "Summerfest," an all-age Christian edu­

cation festival examining current issues in the light
of faith is held, The theme is "Your Kingdom Come"
and Mother Teresa of Calcutta is the keynote
speaker. Summerfest is a regular part of
Corrymeela's programme, It is held every two to
three years, and normally attracts 1,000 partici­
pants,

1983
Corrymeela members take a leading role in the

newly formed "Inter-Church Group on Faith and
Politics," It continues to publish documents emerg­
ing from the inter-church group's discussions on
current issues,

A Roman Catholic priest is appointed as a mem­
ber of the staff,

First Conference for Catholic and Protestant cler-
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