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The Corrymeela Community
The Recipient of the Fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize

by the Rev, Trevor Williams, Ms. Carmel Heaney,

Mrs. Joyce Williams

(Rev. Trevor Williams)
I bring you the greetings of the Corrymeela

Community, We are deeply moved that you have
stretched out the hand of friendship and support to us
who live on the other side of the world, We may be
divided by distance, culture, and have differences in
religious tradition, but we have discovered we share a
common commitment to peace, and already
Corrymeela has benefited greatly by what we have
learnt,

Corrymeela seeks to be an inclusive community in a
land with a history heavy with the clashes of compet­
ing communities, These exclusive communities have
thrown up extremist paramilitary groupings which
have pursued their aspirations through terrorism,
The number of those actively involved in terrorism
may be small, but their deeds have caused immeasur­
able suffering with over 3,000 deaths in a small popu­
lation of just one and a half million,

These two communities have larger, more moderate
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sectors described as Nationalists and Unionists,
Nationalists pursue their political aspiration for a
uni ted Ireland th rough cons ti tu tional politics,
Unionists seek to defend the link with Britain through
the democratic process, Almost all Nationalists are
Irish and Catholic, Almost all Unionists call them­
selves British and are Protestant, Each community is
the mirror image, the opposite of the other, We live in
a contested society, and the identity, culture and reli­
gion of each side is part of the battle,

In seeking a new way, a way of peace, Corrymeela
has a vision of an inclusive commmuty, We seek in
every way possible to work together as Catholics and
Protestants and cross the other divisions of society. At
the gate of our Residential Centre in Ballycastle is a
sign which says:

"Corrymeela is people of all ages and Christian
traditions who, individu.ally and together, are
committed to the healing of social, religiou.s, and
political divisions that exist in Northern Ireland
and throu.ghou.t the world,"

Peace is indivisible, We actively seek ways of
expressing this inclusive community, so we have been
very grateful that the Niwano Peace Foundation
agreed that Joyce, who is my wife, and I, who are both
Protestants, could be joined by Carmel Heaney, a
Catholic, to represent Corrymeela on this occasion,
This is very important to us and we thank you for
accepting that, So this occasion will be shared
between us,

I also wish to include some words of the Rev. Ray
Davey, the founder of Corrymeela who could not be
with us on this occasion, He has sent tIllS message,

Dear Japanese Friends of the Niwano Peace
Foundation,

The news that you had decided to present us with
a Peace Prize is most inspiring and encouraging, It
makes us realise that though we live so far away
from each other, yet we are very close in outlook
and hope. Indeed your generosity makes us under­
stand that we do live in the one world, that we live
in the one global village,

In the words of John Donne, the 17th-century

poet:
"No man is an island, entire of itself' evelY man is
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a piece of the Continent, a part of the main'" Any
man's death diminishes me because I am involved in
Manhind."

Hate and fear lie very heavily on our small coun­
try and there has been untold suffering and death.
Our great task in this country is to seek to replace
the culture of violence with the culture of peace and
that runs through all Corrymeela's work.

Our task is very clearly expressed by Nelson
Mandela of South Africa: "No one is born hating
another person. People must learn to hate, and if
they can learn to hate they can also learn to love."
Or as one of our Irish historians has put it, "We
have to believe in the force of argument, not the
argument of force."

For all of us in Ireland the task of peacemaking
was personified very recently by the life and exam­
ple of an Irish shopkeeper. His name was Gordon
Wilson and he lived in a town called Enniskillen.
On the 8th November 1986 he and his daughter
Marie, a 21-year-old nurse, decided to attend a
Remembrance Day Service at the town's war memo­
rial. During the service, a bomb planted by the IRA
went off. The Wilsons were partly buried in the rub­
ble. Marie was mortally injured and Gordon was
seriously hurt. Eleven others were killed and many
injured. Gordon Wilson's response to this terrible
event was remarkable. He decided to devote the rest
of his life and all his energy to the task of peace­
making. He accepted an invitation to take a seat in
the Senate of the Irish Government and spoke there
frequently. He met representatives of the IRA and
pleaded with them to stop the killing. He spoke at
meetings and rallies all over the British Isles. Then
in spite of a further devastating blow, when his only
son was killed in a motor accident, he continued his
relentless schedule of meetings and interviews. In
truth he did really work himself to death by his
ceaseless efforts to further the cause of peace. By
his commitment, his courage, and his faith he
became a role model for all peacemakers. One day
he asked AIf McCreary, the editor of his biography,
"How can I go on saying such things about the
lessons of Enniskillen again and again and again?"
He was told in reply, "You have no choice, the
events of Enniskillen have placed you on high moral
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experience of telling your story and of being heard,
They were building community through sharing their
stories.

When Ray was released at the end of the war he
was appointed as the first Presbyterian Chaplain to
Queen's University in Belfast, There the lessons he
had learnt about creating community were to become
a central part of his Chaplaincy work. This in turn led
to the formation of the Corrymeela, a community of
Reconciliation. The community acquired a property as
the focus for its work. It was a modest wooden struc­
ture which had been built as a holiday centre. People
found community again, as they worked as volunteers,
renovating the dilapidated building, The setting of the
Corrymeela Centre is spectacular. The site is on a cliff
top on the North Coast of Ireland. Looking beyond the
rocks at the seashore, across a short stretch of water
to the Rathlin island, you then see in the distance the
hills of Scotland. The Corrymeela Centre exists as a
place of meeting, where relationships can be formed
across divides of our society, where trust can replace
fear, and new understanding lead to the possibility of
change.

(Ms. Carmel Heaney)
The Corrymeela Community is 180 ordinary men,

women, and children of whom, occasionally, extraordi­
nary demands are made.

Corrymeela is groups of parents, teachers, doctors,
lawyers, unemployed, single-parents, differently
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abled, nurses, housewives, bus drivers, plumbers,
builders, accountants, architects, and artists. People
like you and me who in addition to their ordinary life,
choose a mantle of membership and who together
weave a pattern of hospitality in a place of hostility.

Corrymeela is a space in a land plagued by hatred
and fear.

Corrymeela is a space amidst historical claim and
counter-claim.

Corrymeela is a sanctuary for women living with
street and domestic violence.

Corrymeela offers families from Catholic and
Protestant traditions the chance to meet and pray
together.

Corrymeela brings together young people who live
amidst paramilitary and military violence.

Corrymeela is a place where those who have had
family members shot dead can find support.

Corrymeela is also a place where volunteers and
staff work hard, make beds, clean toilets, wash dishes,
cook meals.

Corrymeela is a place where young and old, those
with an income and those without, work together.

Corrymeela is a place of difference, different opin­
ions, weary people and too many demands.

Corrymeela has two centres, one in Belfast which
offers much needed "neutral" space for groups to meet
in the city environment, and the other, 60 miles away
in the beautiful roast of North Antrim in Ballycastle.
Openness does not only apply to buildings, it also
applies to human attitudes.

People come to the residential centre as part of a
summer or winter programme. Some 6,000 people a
year come and live at the centre for either a four-day,
midweek period from Tuesday to Friday, or at week­
ends. People stay in one of three spaces, the house,
village or the cottages.

In any given week, 12 different groups, six of which
are Catholic, six of which are Protestant, have been
transported, fed, and introduced to issues that the
society as a whole conspires to keep silent and hidden.

Among the thousands who come each year, several
faces remain, the stories touch the heart and change
forever those who meet them. There is an old Irish
saying that "strangers" are friends that we haven't yet

met.
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One such man was Bernard, He was wheelchair­
bound, his only movement being in his index finger.
He needed constant, 24-hour, round-the-clock nursing
by a team of volunteers. He had to be washed,
dressed, and toiletted by others, With his index fmger
he could communicate through a blackboard with the
letters of the alphabet painted in a circle. Finger fly­
ing, he would "talk." This broken man gave hope and
new possibilities. He moved COWlties, left his friends
and parents, and began life in a new place. He studied
and completed a four-year degree course. He got
involved in his local community and set up a Housing
Association. He was a person who overcame physical
limitations and lived life. In Northern Ireland it is
very often the emotions and mental limitations that
need to be challenged, fears often remain unvisited
and can stille the generosity of mind and spirit neces­
sary for new beginnings,

Maura, a member of Corrymeela, embodies the gen­
erosity of heart and hearth. MaUl'a's son Gerard was a
first-year medical student, 19 years old, who was
preparing for his end-of-year examinations. He stud­
ied all of Slmday morning and attended evening Mass.
He was shot dead upon leaving the church service. His
mother, unable to take in what happened, began to
visit other mothers who had similar bereavements­
Catholic and Protestant houses were visited by
MaUl·a. Those families met together for prayer and
support, and came to Corrymeela, She continues that
work today. Maura said that bitterness and revenge
would only have been a "double cross to bear." It was
from Maura that forgiveness became a reality.

Stories such as these are shared each week at
Corrymeela in a series of programmes designed to
address what the poet John Hewitt called "the break
and bond between us." These intentional programmes
bring together people from all ages and backgrounds
and religious traditions.

In the meetings, opportunities are given for people
to speak about themselves and their lives, to speak
about faith and the future. Such stories are voiced and
people change their views of the "other." Such stories
break down the historical myths.

In stable societies history belongs in a book.
Everyone can agree about the facts. In contested soci­
eties, one group's fact is another's fiction. With inten-
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tional programmes Corrymeela names the unspoken
difficulties and divisions that exist. People can then
address issues of justice, security, employment, hous­
ing, authority, and sovereignty that arise in discus­
sions. Such issues will only really be heard if people
trust each other and new truths emerge, and the old
lies, of fear and ignorance disappear. At Corrymeela
discrete programmes address the key issues of a divid­
ed society by allowing people to talk and question with
each other.

Questions are asked which have never been articu­
lated before in "mixed" company of Catholics and
Protestants.

Why do Catholics believe in Saints ?
How do Catholics react when a policeman is shot

dead?
What do Protestants fear in the Catholic faith and

practice?
Do Protestants have a British or Irish passport?
Those questions relate to the heart of identity and
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belonging in Northern Irish society,
A society made up of memory-carrying people who

too often remember the hurts, and rarely experience
the healing, The big task ahead is to create a common
memory for the common good of all the citizens, and to
become a community where in the words of the
ancient Irish blessing "It is in the shelter of each
other, that people live,"

(Rev. Trevor Williams)
As members of Corrymeela we make a commitment

each year, confessing our own responsibility for the
destructive conflicts in our sociey, to seek to overcome
our own divisions and make ourselves instruments of
peace,

The forms of peacemaking are as varied as our
members, Joyce has been involved in a recent initia­
tive with young children who have lost someone close
to them, very suddenly,

(Mrs. Joyce Williams)
Love, Death, and Grief are big words to cope

with when you're still a child.
A family death brings grief to everyone involved,

Often, the bulk of attention goes to the adults, leaving
children largely overlooked. When the death is sud­
den, or violent, children are especially vulnerable and
their distress can go unrecognised, Many children
experience laue, death, and grief and need to find ways
to express their feelings and receive support.

Four years ago two members of the Corrymeela
Community became aware of the needs of these chil­
dren, We knew of children who had experienced the
sudden death of a close family member, We knew of
particular children who had witnessed the violent
death of their parents, We knew of children who had
behaviour problems in school because of a death in the
family, We wanted to do something,

We started a small group called Treetops. It is a
children's bereavement group for those between 8 and
12 years old, A group of six or eight children come to
Corrymeela House in Belfast on a Thursday evening
for two hours, They have experienced the sudden
death of a parent or sibling through violence or sui­
cide, sudden illness, or road accident. We have fun
and games together and bond into a close group. We

47



Yi'.-1:tt.: ~ L~Ei&9;!:To c'-) L""('~~~'i.l{Jl:S~ t.:i.l', f(0)1&

§)to) A!ti.l{ C' -) ~*') -::> t.: i.l'~::' "Jv' -C 'b ffiIi L ;!: To

K&iIDIT, IfF, ,j-,AHjI::. J: -::> -c, fill ~ ,Z "J ~H:d'L, {'O)mi

J7.c~-::>-Cv't.:f~·Ii1f~t~L;R&9;!:To ~LJ7., i:&~, ~~

~'L, 11M11, ~ 0) ~~ r,r&, iJt.15L~ C" ~ £O:JlT 1.J :JJ it ~ Yi'. "J It

t.::'T 0) "C'T 0 i"i.l{~*fH::' ~ -::> -C, .:: -) L t.:·~~ri.l{IIJf: ~ i.l'

i.l'-::> t.: 0) Ii I~)t-A "C"i ~ v'.:: c I::'~0 < O)"C'T 0 J~IJO)

Ii] "C', § 5J-J* i.l{1J![JI!l L t.: 1!191li' ~ tkiR ~ iifi L~ I±l L ;!: To

1Jf:1~fl, :f!;!: ~O)JN1&I::'Ii, 1ifJ:~f,fXv', 0-)f:< ~r.TL,

*O)~~rj~MtJ7., f: L -C :tJ~I::' ~.Rv'1)i ~ ~ II/§,Z ;!: To .:: 0)

If )v-7'Ii, 6 J!!iJr,,'~if~~.,.ut ;!: To i"i.l{~*fH::', .::-)

L-c, A!tO)~O)~~~~~~fi<~~~I±lTO)~To

~1J, 1"1' ~ i~v'O)*A MJIjO)j'fFl§H::.:f!;!: ~ ;!: To ?.l~ L

v' ,':I.i*~"?*1j*~1*~::.!tL t.:~1~I::' "J v' -C tti.l''tifv' ;!:

T 0 -=f1~t~::. "J v' -C 0)·1~J7. "?~~h ~n 't iJR It, -=fW<O) f: Ii

~::. v' -C"? 1.J flft.: ~7Ji:tl::' "J v' -C~ '(J';!: To

2 A O)~ Jft i.l{~Ei&9 t.:, .:: -) L t.::f!~"?)ti.l' 't i'-, v' O)t1l

tlll~::'J:-::>-C, Ij'~~f:illi.l{lifi.l'~'L;!: Lt.: o ~'-"?w't~Ei&9-C

v';!:To fi~j~'i, ;!:t'::'+~~~"C'Ti.l{, ~'-"C'Ii, 1M1

"C'yJJYe~ll)Ht-cv';!: To fi~~Ii, IItoifJ\ I) -.:t- -\' ':J A)V

0) ~ 1) ;J. - 7 -t /' 7' - 0)J!!i!;j( '/0 :7" 7 A ~::'1iiJk:lli.l'0)*1j*

~jffih -Cfr ~;!: Lt.: o *oif'i~*7 7 ~ I) - '71 -:7 'b
j£IDITL-Cv';!:To iiltyei.l'GJiyc9lil::.i!1:i.l'ht,:'::'.:z.-A v
7' - 0) ~~-ry- 'b §'[Hlj ~ ~'L;!: L t.: 0

JiYMXW;f' ':J I, '7:-:7 i.l{~F 4 @!mi.l'h, wj,'~fO):tlfi~

~::. ~ t.: -::> -C v' 1.J 7° 0 7 .I. ':J Y 3 T )V "? *" 7 /' T 1 7 i.l{~

:!it~::. ~ L, ~Yi'. ,,?'!'l!ffa ~ ~t* L -C v' ;!: To JA1lj "? ~IDIT I
fF, liP "? ft± ~ 1;,e -::> t.:, $; Jl.H9~ '7 - :7 Y 3 'J 7°~::' ~i ,

~';f~lJ.J~'L~v'IJc"r.t~i.l{fHIjL-cv';!:To ~mli, '/­
Y -\' )v '7 - tJ -, il1x~O):tlfi~iH::'MT1.J Xtli:,,?jjJJlK~1 'b ~'­

"C'Ii':: O)~·~O)-j'fl) c ~ -::> -C v' ;!: To

ll,~::.c ~;!: L-c, .::.::O)~Jft"C'd)1.J,::cli$;~:!!!I:i.l'~

«I~9{"C'T0 "J;!: ~, IJlvO)IJ, ~ ~~"C'Ti.l\ f:hlill'{tii.l'

~::.r&::I~ L "J"J d) I? ;!: T L, f:.:: ~ ~;Jj~'L 1.J )flU::. c -::> -C 'b r&

l~ ~ 'b t.: GT«I~9{"C'd) 1.J i.l' G"C'T 0

(1-1...-.1\- . '71 1) 7 h .:Xnijj)

'::h;!:~32oifIHL ~ I);J. -7(i, ~~71 )V7 /' F~::';f3

48

also learn about grief. The children find it is a safe
place and begin to talk and show photographs of the
loved one who has died. They tell their story of how it
happened and how life has changed for them.

Through drawing and art and simple drama they
explore the feelings that are often pushed down and
painful. They find ways to express their sadness and
anger, their fear, loneliness, guilt, and confusion,
Together they discover that they are not the only ones
to whom tIlls has happened. Using drama, they act
out some of the difficult situations they find them­
selves in. At the end of each evening we sing a song,
light a candle, read a story, and say a short prayer
together. The group meets for six weeks. Together
they find strength to go on to the next step of their
journey.

Meanwhile the accompanying adults meet in a sep­
arate room. They are encouraged to share their story
of grief and how life has changed for the whole family,
They express their worries and fears for their children
and learn of new ways to be alongside them.

From this meeting and sharing ideas of two
Corrymeela members a small seed was sown. It is
beginlllng to grow. Treetops is still small but now also
works with very young children on a one-to-one basis.
Last year we took families on a residential weekend to
the Corrymeela Centre at Ballycastle. Next year a
summer family week is planned. The first edition of a
newsletter written by bereaved children for bereaved
children has been published.

A Bereavement Education Network meets four
times a year to bring together professionals and vol­
unteers who are working with children and young
people and to share information and ideas. Practical
workshops on the use of drama and art, sand and clay
have been oversubscribed. Support and training for
teachers, social workers, and church leaders is now
also part of this work.

For me it has been an enriching experience to be
part of something small but which I know is growing
and which is a growing experience for each person
who comes.

(Rev. Trevor Williams)
For thirty-two years now Corrymeela has been

exploring another way of living in Northern Ireland,
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the way of inclusive community. We have sought to
provide space for ourselves and all who will join with
us, to share our stories, to listen, to understand, to
trust and to change.

It is not the big political programme, though we
debate and confront difficult political questions. It is
not the solution, for the invitation to a new relation­
ship can never be forced on someone else. It is more
like a small candle, glowing in the dark.

Janet Shepperson, a Corrymeela member and poet,
put it like this at the opening of our Centre. It still
represents Corrymeela well.

I offer you this hope.
It is so small
the wind could blow it out.
Its feeble flickering
turns up in unexpected places
and seems to annoy those
with a big investment in dazzling light,
or in measuring the strength of darlmess.
If this hope lives
it will be like swallow's wings,
erratic, unpredictable,
always on the move.
If this hope dies,
it will be buried shallow
lille grass seed.

Thank you for cherishing the light of one small can­

dle.

51


