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Recipient of the Fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize
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A Message to Maha Ghosananda
From Rev. Trevor Williams,
Leader of the Corrymeela Community

(recipient of the fourteenth Niwano Peace Prize)

The annual Niwano Peace Prize draws attention of
the world to what can be achieved by an individual
or organisation dedicated to world peace. When vio-
lence dominates the world’s media, the opportunity
to give prominence to the achievements of those
working for peace is essential if hope is to survive.

Learning more about your life and work is a great
encouragement for all who seek to find the way of
peace in the midst of suffering. You have shown us
what it means to live by the principles of your reli-
gious convictions and your example is a powerful
aid in promoting interreligious understanding and
cooperation.

For decades your country has suffered incalculable
atrocities leading to persecution, widespread denial
of human rights, and the death of millions of your
compatriots. The Buddhist community in Cambodia
suffered terrible loss.

You responded to these atrocities not in anger or
revenge, but in leadership for a nonviolent peace
movement. You provided a focus for many thou-
sands of your countrymen and women whereby they
could confront their pain and fear, and find “another
way,” the way of peace.

You have written and your life has shown us that
deep suffering can create Great Compassion. From
this sense of inner peace, the transformation of fami-
ly, community, nation and the world is possible.

Congratulations on receiving the Fifteenth Niwano
Peace Prize and may your life and work continue to
inspire others in the work of peace throughout our
world.
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